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years; others have had them in their families from time im-
memorial, and cherish them as household gods.

For some time, there had been seen a sort of great rock, all
of copper, the point of which projected from the water; this
gave passers-by the opportunity to go and cut off pieces from it.
When, however, I passed that spot, nothing more was seen of it;
and I think that the storms—which here are very frequent, and
like those at Sea—have covered the rock with sand. Our Sav-
ages tried to persuade me that it was a divinity, who had disap-
peared for some reason which they do not state.!

This Lake is, furthermore, the resort of twelve or fifteen dis-
tinet nations—coming, some from the North, others from the
South, and still others from the West; and they all betake them-
selves either to the best parts of the shore for fishing, or to the
Islands, which are scattered in great numbers all over the Lake.
These peoples’ motive in repairing hither is partly to obtain
food by fishing, and partly to transact their petty trading with
one another, when they meet. But God’s purpose was to facili-
tate the proclaiming of the Gospel to wandering and vagrant
tribes2—as will appear in the course of this Journal.—Jes. Re-
lations, 1, pp. 265—267.

1665-66: PERROT VISITS THE WISCONSIN TRIBES, AND IN-
DUCES THEM TO BECOME ALLIES OF THE FRENCH.

[From La Potherie.]

While we were waging war with the Iroquois, those [Ottawa
tribes] who dwelt about Lake Huron fled to Chagouamikon,

1See, post (under date of 1671), Dablon’s account of the copper mines
of Lake Superior.—ED.

2For accounts of Allouez’s missionary work in New France (1658-89),
see his own writings, Jes. Relations, x1ix-lii, liv, lvii-Ix; Rev. J. S. La
Boule’s sketch, in Parkman Club Publications, no. 17 (Milwaukee,
1897) ; and Father Chrysostom Verwyst's Missionary Labors (Milwau-
kee, 1886). Allouez came to Canada in 1658; his labors among the
‘Western tribes began in 1665, and continued until his death, which
oceurred Aug. 27, 1689.—Eb.
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which is on Lake Superior; they came down to Montreal only
when they wished to sell their Peltries, and then trembling with
dread of the enemy. The Trade was not yet opened with the
Outaouaks. The name of the French people gradually became
known in that region, and some of the French made their way
into those places where they believed that they could make some
profit; it was a Peru for them. The Savages could not under-
stand why these men came so far to search for their worn-out
beaver robes;' meanwhile they admired the wares brought to
them by the French, which they regarded as extremely pre-
cious. The knives, the hatchets, and above all the iron weapons,
could not be sufficiently praised; and the guns so astonished
them that they declared that there was a spirit within the gun,
which caused the loud noise made when it was fired. * * ¥
The Savages often took them [the Frenchmen] for Spirits and
Gods; if any Tribe had some Frenchmen among them, that was
sufficient to make them feel safe from any injuries that their
neighbors might inflict upon them, and the French became
Mediators in all their quarrels. The detailed conversations
which I have had with many Voyageurs in those countries have
supplied me with material for my accounts of those Peoples; all
that they have told me about them has so uniformly agreed that
I have felt that it would be a favor to the public to give it some
idea of that vast region.

Sieur Perot has best known those Nations ; the governors-gen-
eral of Canada have always employed him in all their schemes;
and his acquaintance with the savage tongues, his experience,
and his mental ability have enabled him to make discoveries
which gave opportunity to Monsieur de la Salle to push forward
all those explorations in which he achieved so great success. It
was through his agency that the Mississippi became known.
He rendered very important services to the Colony, made known

1The beaver-skins most sought by the French were those designated
by the name of castor gras d’hiver (“greasy, or fat, winter beaver”)—
that is, the skins of beavers killed during the winter, and of which the
savages had made robes, which they had %vorn sufficiently long to
grease them through, by their sweat penetrating to the roots of the
fur.—Tailhan, in Perrot, p. 317.
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the glory of the King among those Peoples, and induced them
to form an alliance with us. On one oceasion, among the Pou-
teouatemis, he was regarded as a God. Curiosity induced him
to form the acquaintance of this Nation, who dwelt at the foot of
the Bay of Puans [Green Bay]. They had heard of the French,
and their desire to become acquainted with them in order to se-
cure the trade with them had induced these savages to go down
to Montreal, under the guidance of a wandering Outaouak who
was glad to conduct them thither. The French had been de-
scribed to them as covered with hair (the Savages have no
beards), and they believed that we were of a different species
from other men. They were astonished to see that we were
made like themselves, and regarded it as a present that the Sky
and the Spirits had made them in permitting one of the celestial
beings to enter their land. The Old Men solemnly smoked a
Calumet and came into his presence, offering it as homage that
they rendered to him. After he had smoked the Calumet, it
was presented by the Chief to his tribesmen, who all offered it in
turn to one another, blowing from their mouths the tobacco-
smoke over him as if it were incense.! They said to him:
“Thou art one of the chief spirits, since thou usest iron; it is
for thee to rule and protect all men. Praised be the Sun, which
has instructed thee and sent thee to our country.” They adored
him as a God; they took his knives and hatchets and incensed
them with the tobacco-smoke from their mouths; and they pre-
sented to him so many kinds of food that he could not taste them
all. “It is a Spirit,” they said; “these provisions that he has
not tasted are not worthy of his lips.” When he left the room,
they insisted on carrying him upon their shoulders; the way
over which he passed was made clear; they did not dare look in
his face; and the women and children watched him from a dis-
tance. “He is a Spirit,” they said; “let us show our affection
for him, and he will have pity on us.” The Savage who had
introduced him to this tribe was, in acknowledgment thereof,
treated as a Captain. Perot was careful not to receive all these

1Among many aboriginal tribes of North America, it was customary
to offer tobacco to their deities; see Jes. Relations, x, pp. 324-325, and
Peter Jones’s Ojebway Indians, p. 255.—ED.
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acts of adoration, although he accepted these honors so far as
the interests of Religion were not concerned. He told them
that he was not what they thought, but only a Frenchman; that
the real Spirit who had made all had given to the French the
knowledge of iron, and the Ability to handle it as if it were
paste. He said that that Spirit, desiring to show his pity for
his Creatures, had permitted the French Nation to settle in
their country in order to remove them from the blindness in
which they had dwelt, as they had not known the true God, the
author of Nature, whom the French adored; that, when they
had established a friendship with the French, they would re-
ceive from the latter all possible assistance; and that he had
come to facilitate acquaintance between them by the discoveries
of the various tribes which he was making. And, as the Beaver
was valued by his people, he wished to ascertain whether there
were not a good opportunity for them to earry on Trade therein.

At that time, there was war between that Tribe and their
neighbors, the Malhominis. The latter, while hunting with the
Outagamis, had by mistake slain a Pouteouatemi, who was on
his way to the Outagamis. The Pouteouatemis, incensed at
this affront, deliberately broke the head of a Malhomini who
was among the Puans. In the Pouteouatemi Village there
were only women and old men, as the Young Men had gone
for the first time to trade at Montreal ; and there was reason to
fear that the Malhominis would profit by that mischance.
Perot, who was desirous of making their acquaintance, offered
to mediate a Peace between them. When he had arrived
within half a league of the Village, he sent a man to tell them
that a Frenchman was coming to visit them; this news caused
universal joy. All the youths ecame at once to meet him, bear-
ing their weapons and their warlike adornments, all marching
in file, with frightful contortions and yells; this was the most
honorable reception that they thought it possible to give him.
He was not uneasy, but fired a gun in the air as far away as he
could see them ; this noise, which seemed to them so extraordi-
nary, caused them to halt suddenly, gazing at the Sun in most
Iudicrous attitudes. After he had made them understand that
he had come not to disturb their repose, but to form an alliance
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with them, they approached him with many gesticulations.
The Calumet was presented to him; and, when he was ready to
proceed to the Village, one of the savages stooped down in order
to carry Perot upon his shoulders; but his Interpreter assured
them that he had refused such honors among many Nations.
He was escorted with assiduous attentions; they vied with one
another in clearing the path, and in breaking off the branches
of trees which hung in the way. The women and children,
who had heard “the Spirit” (for thus they call a gun), had fled
into the woods. The men assembled in the cabin of the leading
war Chief, where they danced the Calumet to the sound of the
drum. He had them all assemble next day, and made them a
speech in nearly these words: * * * The Father of the
Malhomini who had been murdered by the Pouteouatemis arose
and took the collar that Perot had given him; he lighted his
Calumet, and presented it to him, and then gave it to the Chief
and all who were present, who smoked it in turn ; then he began
to sing, holding the Calumet in one hand, and the collar in the
other. He went out of the cabin while he sang, and, presenting
the Calumet and collar toward the Sun, he walked sometimes
backwards, sometimes forwards; he made the cireuit of his own
cabin, went past a great number of those in the Village, and
finally returned to that of the Chief. There he declared that
he attached himself wholly to the French; that he believed the
living Spirit, who had, in behalf of all the Spirits, domination
over all other men, who were inferior to him ; that all his Nation
had the same sentiments; and that they asked only the protee-
tion of the French, from whom they hoped for life and for
obtaining all that is necessary to man.

The Pouteouatemis were very impatient to learn the fate of
their people who had gone trading to Montreal; they feared
that the French might treat them badly, or that they would be
defeated by the Iroquois. Accordingly, they had recourse to
Perot’s guide, who was a master Juggler. That false Prophet
built himself a little tower of poles, and therein chanted several
songs, through which he invoked all the infernal spirits to tell
him where the Pouteouatemis were. The reply was that they
were at the Oulamanistik River, which is three days’ journey
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from their Village;' that they had been well received by the
French; and that they were bringing a large supply of merchan-
dise. This Oracle would have been believed if Perot, who
knew that his Interpreter had played the Juggler, had not de-
clared that he was a liar. The latter came to Perot, and heaped
upon him loud reproaches, complaining that he did not at all
realize what hardships his Interpreter had encountered in this
Voyage, and that it was Perot’s fault that he had not been rec-
ompensed for his prediction. The Old Men begged that Perot
himself would relieve them from their anxiety. After telling
them that such knowledge belonged only to God, he made a cal-
culation, from the day of their departure, of the stay that they
would probably make at Montreal, and of the time when their
return might be expected ; and determined as nearly as possible
the time when they could reach home. Fifteen days later, a
man Fishing for Sturgeon came to the Village in great fright,
to warn them that he had seen a Canoe, from which several gun-
shots had proceeded ; this was enough to make them believe that
the Iroquois were coming against them. Disorder prevailed
throughout the Village; they were ready to flee into the woods
or to shut themselves into their Fort. There was no probability
that these were Iroquois, who usually make their attacks by
stealth; Perot conjectured that they were probably their own
men, who were thus displaying their joy as they came near the
Village. In fact, a young man who had been sent out as a
scout came back, in breathless haste, 'and reported that it was
their own people who were returning. If their terror had
caused general consternation, this good news caused no less joy
throughout the village. Two Chiefs, who had seen Perot blow
into his gun at the time of the first alarm, came to let him know
of the arrival of their people, and begged him always to consult
his gun. All were eager to receive the fleet. As they
approached, the new-comers discharged a salvo of musketry, fol-
lowed by shouts and yells, and continued their firing as they
came toward the Village. When they were two or three hun-

1The Manistique river, which, with its tributaries, waters School-
craft county, Mich.—Eb.
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dred paces from the shore, the Chief rose in his canoe and har-
angued the Old Men who stood at the water’s edge; he gave an
account of the favorable reception which had been accorded
them at Montreal. An old man informed them, meanwhile
praising the Sky and the Sun who had thus favored them, that
there was a Frenchman in the Village who had protected them
in several times of danger; at this, the Pouteouatemis suddenly
flung themselves into the water, to show their joy at so pleasing
an occurrence. They had taken pleasure in painting them-
selves in a very peculiar manner; and the French garments,
which had been intended to make them more comfortable, dis-
figured them in a ludicrous fashion. They carried Perot with
them, whether or no he would, in a scarlet blanket, and made
him go around the Fort, while they marched in double files in
front and behind him, with guns over their shoulders, often fir-
ing volleys. This Cortege arrived at the cabin of the Chief
,who had led the band, where all the Old Men were assembled ;
and a great feast of Sturgeon was served. This Chief then re-
lated a more detailed account of his Voyage, and gave a very
correct idea of French usages. He described how the trade
was carried on; he spoke with enthusiasm of what he had seen
in the houses, especially of the cooking; and he did not forget
to exalt Onontio,! who had called them his children and had
regaled them with bread, prunes, and raisins, which seemed to
them great delicacies.

Those Peoples were so delighted with the alliance that they
had just made that they sent deputies in every direction to in-
form the Islincis, Miamis, Outagamis, Maskoutechs, and Kika-
bous that they had been at Montreal, whence they had brought
much merchandise; they besought those tribes to visit them and
bring them Beavers. Those Nations were too far away to profit
by this at first; only the Outagamis came to establish them-
selves for the Winter at a place thirty leagues from the Bay, in
order to share in the benefit of the goods which they could
obtain from the Pouteouatemis. Their hope that some French-

1The Huron-Iroquois appellation of the governor of Canada; after-
ward extended to the governor of New York, and even to the king of
France.—ED.
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men would come from Chagouamikon induced them to accumu-
late as many Beavers as possible. The Pouteouatemis took the
Southern part of the Bay, the Sakis the Northern; the Puans,
as they could not fish, had gone into the woods to live on Deer
and Bears. When the Outagamis had formed a Village of more
than six hundred Cabins, they sent to the Sakis, at the begin-
ning of Spring, to let them know of the new establishment that
they had formed.! The latter sent them: some chiefs, with pres-
ents, to ask them to remain in this new settlement; they were
accompanied by some Frenchmen. They found a large Vil-
lage, but destitute of everything. Those people had only five or
six hatchets, which had no edge, and they used these, by turns,
for cutting their wood ; they had hardly one knife or one bod-
kin to a Cabin, and cut their meat with the stones which they
used for arrows; and they scaled their fish with mussel-shells.
Want rendered them so hideous that they aroused compassion.
Although their bodies were large, they seemed deformed in
shape ; they had very disagreeable faces, brutish voices, and evil
aspects. They were continually begging from our Frenchmen
who went among them, for those Savages imagined that what-
ever their visitors possessed ought to be given to them gratis;
everything aroused their desires, and yet they had few Beavers
to sell. The French thought it prudent to leave to the Sakis
for the Winter the trade in Peltries with the Outagamis, as
they could carry it on with the former more quietly in the
Autumn.

All the tribes at the Bay went to their villages after the Win-
ter, to sow their grain. A dispute occurred between two
Frenchmen and an old man, who was one of the leading men

11t is not possible, with present data, to locate the site of this Outa-
gamie village, further than to say that it was probably in Waupaca
county, somewhere on the Little Wolf river. Verwyst and Gary place
it near Mukwa, and La Boule near New London; while Lawson (in his
pamphlet, Mission of St. Mark, Menasha, October, 1901) locates it in
“the vicinity of Manawa, Waupaca county.” The ‘little lake St.
Francis” mentioned by Allouez, Lawson identifies with White Lake,
five miles south of Manawa; other writers suppose it to be Little Lake
Butte des Morts, west of Menasha. See Jes. Relations, liv, pp. 219, 307,
308; lviii, 297.—Eb.
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among the Pouteouatemis; the former demanded payment for
the goods; but he did not show much inclination to pay; sharp
words arose on both sides, and they came to blows. The French-
men were vigorously attacked by the Savages, and a third man
came to the aid of his comrades. The confusion increased;
that Frenchman tore the pendants from the ears of a Savage,
and gave him a blow in the belly which felled him so rudely
that with difficulty could he rise again. At the same time the
Frenchman received a blow from a war-club on his head, which
caused him to fall motionless. There were great disputes
among the savages in regard to the Frenchman who had just
been wounded, who had rendered many services to the Village.
There were three families interested in this contention—those
of the Red Carp, of the Black Carp, and of the Bear.! The
Head of the Bear family—an intimate friend of the French-
man, and whose son-in-law was the Chief of the Sakis—seized
a hatchet, and declared that he would perish with the French-
man, whom the people of the Red Carp had slain. The Saki
Chief, hearing the voice of his father-in-law, called his own
men to arms; the Bear family did the same; and the wounded
Frenchman began to recover consciousness. He calmed the
Sakis, who were greatly enraged ; but the Savage who had mal-
treated him was compelled to abandon the Village. These
same Frenchmen’s lives were in danger on still another ocecasion.
One of them, who was amusing himself with some arrows, told
a Saki who was bathing at the water’s edge to ward off the shaft
that he was going to let fly at him. The Savage, who held a
small piece of cloth, told him to shoot; but he was not adroit
enough to avoid the arrow, which wounded him in the shoulder.
He immediately called out that the Frenchman had slain him;

1Those “families” are, in reality, the tribal divisions now known as
“clans” or “gentes;” they were founded on consanguinity, and have
been characteristic of savage society in all times and countries. Each
clan had its distinctive symbol (called “totem” by Algonquian tribes),
usually a fish, bird, or other animal. See Jes. Relations, xxix, pp. 293,
294; 1lviii, 293; Ixvii, 1563-157; Minn. Hist. Colls., Vv, pp. 44, 45; U. S.
Bureau of Ethnology’s Report, 1881-82, pp. xxxviii-Ixii; and N. Y.
Colon. Docs., ix, 175, 1052-58.—Eb.
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but another Frenchman hastened to the Savage, made him enter
his cabin, and drew out the arrow. He was pacified by giving
him a knife, a little vermilion to paint his face, and a piece of
tobacco. This present was effectual; for when, at the Saki’s
ery, several of his comrades came, ready to avenge him on the
spot, the wounded man cried, “What are you about? I am
healed. = Metaminens” (which means “little Indian corn”—
this name they had given to the Frenchman, who was Perot
himself) “has tied my hands by this ointment which you see
upon my wound, and I have no more anger,” at the same time
showing the present that Perot had given him. This presence
of mind checked the disturbance that was about to arise.

The Miamis, the Maskoutechs, the Kikabous, and fitteen cab-
ins of Islinois came toward the Bay in the following summer,
and made their clearings thirty miles away, beside the Outa-
gamis, toward the South. These Peoples, for whom the Iro-
quois were looking, had gone Southward along the Mississippi
after the combat which T have mentioned.! Before that flight,
hey had seen knives and hatchets in the hands of the Hurons
vho had had dealings with the French, which induced them to
ssociate themselves with the Nations who already had some
wion with us.. They are very sportive when among their own
pople, but grave before Strangers; well built; lacking in intel-
lience, and dull of apprehension; easily persuaded; vain in
laguage and behavior, and extremely selfish. They consider
thmselves much braver than their neighbors; they are great
lizs, employing every kind of baseness to accomplish their
ens; but they are industrious, indefatigable, and excellent
peestrians. For this last reason, they are called Metousce-
priioueks, which in their language means “Walkers.”

ter they had planted their fields in this new settlement,
the; went to hunt Cattle.? They wished to entertain the peo-
pleit the Bay; so they sent envoys to ask the Pouteouatemis
to vsit them, and to bring the Frenchmen, if they were still

1Aparently a reference to the overthrow of the Winnebagoes by the
I1lin¢s; see p. 6, ante.

2Bffaloes are here meant; they were usually called “wild cattle” or
“wildcows” by the early French writers and explorers.—Ep.
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with them. But those savages were careful not to let their
guests know how desirous their neighbors were to become
acquainted with the French; so they went away without telling
them, and came back at the end of a fortnight, loaded with meat
and grease. With them were some of those new settlers, who
were greatly surprised to see the French—whom they re-
proached for not having come to visit them with the Pouteoua-
temis. The French saw plainly that the latter were jealous,
and they recognized the importance of becoming acquainted
with those Peoples, who had come to the Bay on purpose to
trade more conveniently with us. The Pouteouatemis, when
they saw that the French desired to go away with a Miami and
a Maskoutech, made representations to them that there were no
Beavers among those people,—who, moreover, were very boor-
ish,—and even that they were in great danger of being plun-
dered. The French took their departure, notwithstanding
these tales, and in five days reached the vicinity of the Village.
The Maskoutech sent ahead the Miami, who had a gun, witl
orders to fire it when he arrived there; the report of the gm

1The location of the Mascouten village is a disputed question amoig
antiquarians. Butterfield and some other writers place it in Gren
Lake county—Father La Boule near Ste. Marie, Father Holtzkneht
at Marquette, and P. V. Lawson “two or three miles from Princetot;”
while George Gary concludes that it was in Rushford township, Vin-
nebago county. Father Verwyst, Thomas Clithero, and A. J. Tuner
locate the village near Corning, Columbia county. See Jes. Relatins,
liv, p. 308; Amer. Cath. Hist. Researches, xii, 31-34, 76-80, and xiv,
98-100; and Oshkosh Northwestern, Jan. 18, 1902. The difficulty aises
mainly from the apparent discrepancy in the statements of themis-
sionaries who visited the Mascoutens. Marquette says (Jes. Relaions,
lix, p. 105): “At three leagues from Maskoutens was a river thich
discharged into Mississippi.” On this statement is based the claia for
the Corning site, which is on the Fox river about seven miles (Iy the
stream) north of the portage. But Allouez (Id., liv, pp. 227, 23) lo-
cates the village a day’s journey above the junction of the Wol and
Fox—with which the maps cf Joliet and Marquette agree. Princeon is,
however, 65 miles down the Fox river from Portage, and Berlis is 20
miles farther. The most satisfactory explanation is, a probabl error
by the copyist of Marquette’s report, in writing ¢rois (“thre¢) for
trente (“thirty”’); thirty French leagues would be about 72 mils.—ED.
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was heard soon afterward. Hardly had they reached the shore
when a venerable Old Man appeared, and a Woman carrying
a bag in which was a clay pot filled with cornmeal porridge.
More than two hundred stout young men came upon the scene;
their hair was adorned with headdresses of various sorts, and
their bodies were covered with tattooing in black, representing
many kinds of figures; they carried arrows and war-clubs, and
wore girdles and leggings of braided work. The old man held
in his hand a Calumet of red stone, with a long stick at the end;
this was ornamented in its whole length with the heads of
birds, flame-colored, and had in the middle a bunch of feathers
colored a bright red, which resembled a great fan. As soon as
he espied the leader of the Frenchmen, he presented to him the
Calumet, on the side next to the Sun; and uttered words which
were apparently addressed to all the Spirits whom those Peo-
ples adore. The old man held it sometimes toward the east,
and sometimes toward the west; then toward the Sun; now he
would stick the end in the ground, and then he would turn the
Calumet around him, looking at it as if he were trying to point
out the whole earth, with expressions which gave the French-
man to understand that he had compassion on all men. Then
he rubbed with his hands Perot’s head, back, legs, and feet, and
sometimes his own body. This welcome lasted a long time, dur-
ing which the Old Man made a harangue, after the fashion of a
prayer, all to assure the Frenchman of the joy which all in the
Village felt at his arrival.

One of the men spread upon the grass a large painted ox-skin,
the hair on which was as soft as silk, on which he and his com-
rade were made to sit. The Old Man struck two pieces of
wood together, to obtain fire from it; but as it was wet he could
not light it. The Frenchman drew forth his own fire-steel, and
immediately made fire with tinder.! The Old Man uttered
loud exclamations about the iron, which seemed to him a spirit;
the Calumet was lighted, and each man smoked ; then they must
eat porridge and dried meat, and suck the juice of the green

1For descriptions of aboriginal processes of fire-making, see Jes. Re-
lations, vi, 217; xii, 272; also, Walter Hough’s “Fire-making Appara-
tus,” in U. S. Natl. Museum Report, 1887-88, pp. 531-587.—ED.
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corn. Again the Calumet was filled, and those who smoked
blew the tobacco-smoke into the Frenchman’s face, as the great-
est honor that they could render him; he saw himself smoked
like meat, but said not a word. This ceremony ended, a skin
was spread for the Frenchman’s Comrade. The Savages
thought that it was their duty to carry the French guests; but
the latter informed the Maskoutechs that, as they could shape
the iron, they had strength to walk, so they were left at liberty.
On the way, they rested again, and the same honors were paid
to him as at the first meeting. Continuing their route, they
halted near a high hill, at the summit of which was the Village;
they made their fourth halt here, and the ceremonies were re-
peated. The great Chief of the Miamis came to meet them, at
the head of more than three thousand men, accompanied by the
Chiefs of other Nations who formed part of the Village. Each
of these Chiefs had a Calumet, as handsome as that of the Old
Man; they were entirely naked, wearing only shoes, which
were artistically embroidered like buskins; they sang, as they
approached, the Calumet song, which they uttered in cadence.
When they reached the Frenchmen, they continued their songs,
meanwhile bending their knees, in turn, almost to the ground.
They presented the Calumet to the Sun, with the same genuflex-
ions, and then they came back to the principal Frenchman,
with many gesticulations. Some played upon instruments the
Calumet songs, and others sang them, holding the Calumet in
the mouth without lighting it. A war Chief raised Perot upon
his shoulders, and, accompanied by all the Musicians, conducted
him to the Village. The Maskoutech who had been his guide
offered him to the Miamis, to be lodged among them ; they very
amiably declined, being unwilling to deprive the Maskoutechs
of the pleasure of possessing a Frenchman who had consented
to come under their auspices. At last he was taken to the Cabin
of the Chief of the Maskoutechs; as he entered, the lighted Cal-
umet was presented to him, which he smoked ; and fifty guards-
men were provided for him, who prevented the crowd from
annoying him. A grand repast was served, the various courses
of which reminded one of feeding-troughs rather than dishes;
the food was seasoned with the fat of the wild ox. The Guards
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took good care that provisions should be brought often, for they
profited thereby.

On the next day, the Frenchman gave them, as presents, a
Gun and a Kettle; and made them the following speech, which
was suited to their character: “Men, I admire your youths;
although they have since their birth seen only shadows, they
seem to me as fine-looking as those who are born in regions
where the Sun always displays his glory. I would not have be-
lieved that the earth, the mother of all men, could have fur-
nished you the means of subsistence when you did not possess
the light of the Frenchman, who supplies its influences to many
peoples; I believe that you will become another nation when
you become acquainted with him. I am the dawn of that light,
which is beginning to appear in your lands,—as it were, that
which precedes the Sun, who will soon shine brightly and will
cause you to be born again, in another land, where you will find,
more easily and in greater abundance, all that can be necessary
to man. I see this fine Village filled with young men, who are,
I am sure, as courageous as they are well built; and who will,
without doubt, not fear their enemies if they carry French
weapons. It is for these young men that I leave my Gun, which
they must regard as the pledge of my esteem for their valor;
they must use it if they are attacked. It will also be more sat-
isfactory in hunting Cattle and other animals than are all the
arrows that you use. To you who are Old Men I leave my Ket-
tle; I carry it everywhere without fear of breaking it. You
will cook in it the meat that your young men bring from the
chase, and the food which you offer to the Frenchmen who come
to visit you.” He tossed a dozen awls and knives to the women,
and said to them: “Throw aside your bone bodkins; these
French awls will be much easier to use. These knives will be
more useful to you in killing Beavers and in cutting your meat
than are the pieces of stone that you use.” Then, throwing to
them some Rassade:! “See; these will better adorn your Chil-
dren and Girls than do their usual ornaments.” The Miamis

1A French term for porcelain (wampun) beads of the round sort;
they were made of porcelain or glass, both white and colored. The
iong, tubular beads were known as conons—EDb.
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said, by way of excuse for not having any Beaver-skins, that
they had until then roasted those animals.

That alliance began, therefore, through the agency of Sieur
Perot. A week later the Savages made a solemn feast, to
thank the Sun for having conducted him to their Village. In
the Cabin of the great Chief of the Miamis an altar had been
erected, on which he had caused to be placed a Pindiikosan.
This is a Warrior’s Pouch, filled with medicinal herbs, and
wrapped in the skins of animals, the rarest that they can find;
it usually contains all that inspires their dreams. Perot, who
did not approve this Altar, told the great Chief that he adored
a God who forbade him to eat things sacrificed to evil Spirits
or to the skins of animals. They were greatly surprised at
this, and asked if he would eat provided they shut up their
Manitous; this he consented to do. The Chief begged Perot to
consecrate him to his Spirit, whom he would thenceforth
acknowledge ; he said that he would prefer that Spirit to his
own, who had not taught them to make Hatchets, Kettles, and
all else that men need; and hoped that by adoring him they
would obtain all the knowledge that the French had. This
Chief governed his people as a sort of Sovereign; he had his
Guards, and whatever he said or ordered was regarded as Law.

The Pouteouatemis, jealous that the French had found the
way to the Miamis, secretly sent a Slave to the latter, who said
many unkind things about the French; he said that the Poute-
ouatemis held them in the utmost contempt, and regarded them
as dogs. The French, who had heard these abusive remarks,
put him into a condition where he could say no more outrageous
things; the Miamis regarded the Spectacle with great tranquil-
lity. When it was time to return to the Bay, the Chiefs sent
all their young men to escort the Frenchmen thither, and made
them many presents. The Pouteouatemis, having learned of
the Frenchman’s arrival, came to assure him of the interest they
felt in his safe return, and were very impatient to know
whether the Nations from whom he had come had treated him
well. But when they heard the reproaches which he uttered for
their sending a Slave who had said most ungenerous things re-
garding the French Nation, they attempted to make an explana-
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tion of their conduect, but fully justified the poor opinion which
he already had of them. The Savages have this characteristie,
that they find a way to free themselves from blame in any evil
undertaking, or to make it succeed without seeming to have
taken part in it.

It was for the interest of the Pouteonatemis to keep on good
terms with the French; and they had been too well received at
Montreal not to return thither. Indeed, after having presented
to Perot a bag of Indian corn, that he might, they said, “eat and
swallow the suspicion that he felt toward them,” and five Beaver
robes to serve as an emetic for the ill-will and vengeance which
he might retain in his heart, they sent some of their people on a
journey to Montreal. When they came in sight of Michilimak-
inak, which then was frequented only by them and the Iroquois,
they perceived smoke. While they were trying to ascertain
what this meant, they encountered two Iroquois, and saw
another Canoe off shore. Each party was alarmed at the other;
as for the Iroquois, they took to flight, while the Pouteouatemis,
plying their paddles against contrary winds, fled to their own
Village ; they felt an extraordinary anxiety, for they knew not
what measures to take for protection against the Iroquois. All
the Nations of the Bay experienced the same perplexity. Their
terror was greatly increased when, a fortnight later, they saw
large fires on the other shore of the Bay, and heard many gun-
shots. As a climax to their fears, the scouts whom they had
sent out bronght back the news that they had seen at night many
canoes made in Troquois fashion, in one of which was a gun, and
a blanket of Iroquois material; and some men, who were sleep-
ing by a fire. All those canoes came in sight the next morning,
and each one fled, at the top of his speed, into the forest; only
the most courageous took the risk of awaiting, with resolute air,
the Iroquois in their Fort, where they had good firearms. As
we were at Peace with the Iroquois, some of the bolder spirits
among our Frenchmen offered to go to meet that so-called army,
in order to learn the motive which could have impelled them
to come to wage war against the Allies of Onontio. They were
greatly surprised to find that it was a Fleet of Outaouaks, who
had come to trade; these people had, while traveling across the
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country, built some Canoes which resembled those of the Iro-
quois. The men whom the Pouteouatemis had seen at Michili-
makinak were really Iroquois; but they had feared falling into
the hands of the Pouteonatemis quite as much as the latter had
feared them. The Iroquois, while fleeing, fell into an am-
buscade of forty Sauteurs, who carried them away to the Sau-
teur Village; they had come from a raid against the Chaouanons
[Shawnese], near Carolina, and had brought with them a cap-
tive from that tribe, whom they were going to burn. The Sau-
teurs set him at liberty, and enabled him to return to the Bay
by entrusting him to the Sakis. This man gave them marvel-
ous notions of the South Sea, from which his Village was dis-
tant only five days’ journey—near a great river which, com-
ing from the Islinois, discharges its waters into that Sea.! The
tribes of the Bay sent him home with much merchandise, urg-
ing him to persuade his tribesmen to come and visit them.
These Peoples held several councils, to deliberate whether
they should go down to Montreal; they hesitated at first, be-
cause they had so few Beavers. As the Savages give every-
thing to their mouths, they preferred to devote themselves to
hunting such wild beasts as could furnish subsistence for their
families, rather than seek Beavers, of which there were not
enough ; they preferred the needs of life to those of the State.
Nevertheless, they reflected that if they allowed the Frenchmen
to go away without themselves going down to trade, it might
happen that the latter would thereafter attach themselves to
some other Nations; or, if they should afterward go to Mon-
treal, the Governor would feel resentment against them because
they had not escorted these Frenchmen thither. They decided
that they would go with the Frenchmen; preparations for this
were accordingly made, and a solemn feast was held; and on
the eve of their departure a volley of musketry was fired in the
Village. Three men sang incessantly, all night long, in a
Cabin, invoking their Spirits from time to time. They began
with the song of Michabous; then they came to that of the God
1A reference to the Gulf of Mexico and the Mississippi river—then,

however, supposed to flow into the Pacific Ocean, which was called
South Sea.—Eb.
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of Lakes, Rivers, and Forests, begging the winds, the thunder,
the storms, and the tempests to be favorable to them during the
Voyage. The next day, the crier went through the Village, in-
viting the men to the Cabin where the Feast was to be prepared.
They found no difficulty in going thither, each furnished with
his Ouragan and Mikouen.! The three Musicians of the pre-
vious night began to sing; one was placed at the entrance of
the Cabin, another in the middle, and the third at its end ; they
were armed with quivers, bows, and arrows, and their faces and
entire bodies were blackened with coal. While the people sat
in this Assembly, in the utmost quiet, twenty young men—en-
tirely naked, elaborately painted, and wearing girdles of Otter-
skin, to which were attached the skins of Crows, with their
plumage, and gourds—lifted from the fires ten great kettles;
then the singing ceased. The first of these Actors next sang
his war-song, keeping time with it in a dance from one end to
the other of the Cabin, while all the Savages cried in deep gut-
tural tones, “Hay, hay!” When the Musician ended, all the
others uttered a loud yell, in which their voices gradually died
away, much as a loud noise disappears among the mountains.
Then the second and the third Musicians repeated, in turn,
the same performance; and, in a word, nearly all the Savages
did the same, in alternation—each singing his own song, but
no one venturing to repeat that of another, unless he were will-
ing deliberately to offend the one who had composed the song,
or unless the latter were dead, so that he could restore his name
by appropriating his song. During this, their looks were ac-
companied with gestures and violent movements; and some of
them took hatchets, with which they pretended to strike the
women and children who were watching them. Some took
firebrands, which they tossed about everywhere; others filled
their dishes with red-hot coals, which they threw at each other.
It is difficult to make the reader understand the details of
Feasts of this sort, unless he has himself seen them. I was
present at a like entertainment among the Iroquois at the
Sault of Montreal, and it seemed as if I were in the midst of

1His dish and spoon.— LA POTHERIE.
5
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hell. After most of those who had been invited to this pleas-
ant Festival had sung, the Chief of the Feast, who had given
the dance, sang a second time; and he said at the end of his
song (which he improvised) that he was going to Montreal
with the Frenchmen, and was on that account offering these
Prayers to their God, entreating him to be propitious to him on
the Voyage, and to render him acceptable to the French Nation.
The young men who had taken off the kettles filled all the dishes
with food, while the three Chanters repeated their first songs,
not finishing their concert until everything had been eaten—a
feat which did not take long to accomplish. An Old Man arose
and congratulated, in the most affable manner, the Chief of
the Feast on the project which he had formed, and encouraged
the young men to follow him. All those who wished to go on the
Voyage laid down a stick; there were enough people to man
thirty Canoes. At the Sault, they joined seventy other Canoes,
of various Nations, all of whom formed a single fleet.—La
Potherie’s Amér. Septentrionale, ii, pp. 85-118.

1665-67: RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF THE
UPPER ALGONKIN TRIBES.

[From the Jesuit Relation of 1666—67.]

Following is what Father Allouez relates concerning the cus-
toms of the Outaouacs and other peoples, which he has studied
very carefully—mnot trusting the accounts given him by others,
but having been himself an eye-witness and observer of every-
thing deseribed in this manuseript.

“There is here,” he says, “a false and abominable religion,
resembling in many respects the faiths of some of the ancient
Pagans. The Savages of these regions recognize no sovereign
master of Heaven and Earth, but believe there are many genii—
some of which are beneficent, as the Sun, the Moon, the Lake,
Rivers, and Woods; others malevolent, as the adder, the dragon,
cold, and storms. And, in general, whatever seems to them
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